Lesson Plan 3

“Why did the French Revolution Begin?”
New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards met:

6.3.12.E.1. Discuss the causes of political revolutions in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, including the impact of the American Revolution on global political thought and the ideas and events that shaped the French Revolution.

6.5.12.B.7.  Compare and contrast the causes and consequences of discrimination in markets, employment, housing, business, and financial transitions.  

Behavioral Objectives:

· Students will write 3-5 complete sentences in response to questions involving their rights and liberties.  

· Students will answer guided reading questions on the causes of the French Revolution.  

· Students will illustrate the structure of French society before the Revolution, by constructing a pyramid of the Three Estates.

· Every student will be able to distinguish the differences in members and privileges of the Three Estates.

· Some students will be able to identify why the stratification of French society led to a revolution

· A few students will be able to draw connections between several contributing factors to the French Revolution.  

Materials:
Notebook

Writing utensil

Folder

Textbook

Markers

Colored Pencils

Guided Reading Activity Worksheet

Pyramid Activity Sheet (Template Sheet for inclusion students if necessary)

Directions to Pyramid Activity Sheet

Motivation:
Writing assignment based on “The Impact Today.”  Students will write up to one paragraph (3-5 sentences) in their notebook answering the following questions:  How do you exercise your freedom?  Why is this value of equality important to you?  Have you ever experienced a situation where you felt your freedom or equality was violated?  Give some examples; explain.

Instruction/Activities/Technology:

“Do Now” Activity (15 minutes)

· Students write about their freedoms in their notebook.

· Some students will share what they wrote to the class.

Guided Reading Activity (35 minutes)

· The teacher will hand out the Guided Reading Activity for Section 1 of Chapter 11 (11-1).  

· We will complete numbers 1-3 on the Guided Reading Activity.  

· The teacher will read the questions aloud, and the students should provide the answer to the guided reading question.  

· As the worksheet is filled in, the teacher will note some additional, important information, which the students should write in their notebooks.  

· In order to answer the question on the Estates (#2,A), the teacher should stress how French society was based on unequal divisions.  

· How could that have been a cause for Revolution?

· (#3,A) Explain what was the Financial Crisis in France before the Revolution?-Bad harvests lead to food shortages in 1787 and 1788, therefore the high price of food.  Also, unemployment was rampant with 1/3 of population was poor.  Monarch spending money on luxuries and wars (American Revolution).  

· With the quote from the “traveler” on page 331, ask what he/she means from the quote, “This is a poverty that strikes at the root of national prosperity.”-Answers should included peasants, and others in poverty who suffered from this Financial Crisis, and who also provide the agricultural and skilled labor for all the other classes of French Society.  Also, they paid the taxes and therefore did not reap any of the benefits from the upper-echelons of French Society.  They held both the burden of providing for France, and the burden of the Financial Crisis in France.  

Pyramid Activity (30 minutes)

· The teacher will hand out the Pyramid Activity and Directions (2 sheets).

· Students will outline the separation of the three French Estates, which were in place prior to the French Revolution.  

· They will detail members of the estates in each section of the pyramid, including their occupation, population percentages, and land ownership percentages.  

· Each Estate should be a different color

· The teacher will read the directions aloud and allow students to begin work collaboratively with their partner (seated next to them).
· For students who have problems working with a given amount of space and organizational problems, the teacher will give them an additional pyramid sheet which shows the students where to place the information in their own pyramid.   

· The teacher will walk around the room to see the progress of the students and to assist in any questions.  

Assessment/Discussion Questions:
· What was the organization of society before the Revolution?

· If you were in the Third Estate, how would you feel about your equality compared to the other two Estates?

· What were some of the main causes of the French Revolution?

Homework:
The students will read the remainder of Section 1, and complete the guided reading activity from Chapter 11, Section 1.  These are pages 331-335 in the textbook.

