Lesson Plan 2

“Why is the French Revolution Important Today?”

New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards met:

6.2.8.B.1.  Analyze how certain values including individual rights, the common good, self-government, justice, equality and free inquiry are fundamental to American public life.  

6.1.12.A.1.  Analyze how historical events shape the modern world.

Behavioral Objectives:

· Students will list 4 key events of the French Revolution through the reign of Napoleon.  

· Students will discuss how evidence of the principles of the French Revolution can be seen in modern history by giving examples.

· Every student will be able to list at least one “Impact Today.”

· Some students will recognize the importance of studying the French Revolution because it impacts the world.  

· A few students will make specific connections between the French Revolution and the modern world.

Materials:
Notebook

Writing utensil

Folder

Textbook

Vocabulary Sheet, Section 1

Motivation:
Students will write 2 characteristics of a revolution.

Instruction/Activities/Technology:
“Do Now” Activity (10 minutes)

· Students will write 2 characteristics of a revolution, based on the discussion in the previous class.

· The teacher will have 2 or 3 students share their answers.

Preview of Chapter 11 “The French Revolution and Napoleon” (50 minutes)

· Students will read aloud the 4 “Key Events” in the chapter on page 326.  

· The teacher will write “The Impact Today” from page 326 on board so that students copy them down into their notebooks.  

· For the first Impact Today, “Model for Revolution in the World,” the teacher will explain how a number of revolutions after the French revolution followed the same pattern (to be discussed further in chapter)

· The second Impact Today, “The Power of Nationalism is still Powerful in Nations Today,” the teacher will explain how people bind together for a common cause.  As an example, the feeling of patriotism and nationalism in citizens of the United States after 9/11, which led to the invasion of Afghanistan.    

· The third Impact Today, “French Revolution Spread the Principles of Liberty and Equality,” the teacher will cite examples from our own American culture.  

· Explain that these ideas should be kept in mind as they read the chapter.

· The teacher then should point out the Chapter 11 Timeline on the wall to students.

· The teacher will then explain that as we go through the sections in class we will add panels to the Classroom Timeline Graphic Organizer.  This will help them chronologically see events in the chapter, and make connections between causes and effects of the French Revolution.

Vocabulary Worksheet (20 minutes)

· The teacher will hand out the vocabulary Worksheet for Section 1.

· The students will fill out only the words dealing with the first part of Section1, which are numbers 1-5 on the sheet.

· Teacher will go through the words one by one, asking students to provide definitions from what they recall in their homework reading.

· The teacher will fill in the definitions on the board as students copy them down onto the vocabulary worksheet.

· For unknown definitions, students will look up the definition in the textbook and raise their hand to provide the answer.  

Assessment/Discussion Questions:
· Can you cite an example where patriotism has inspired people to take action?

· Can you give an example where you felt dissatisfied?  What did you want to change as a result?  

Homework:
Students will read and take notes in their notebook on the background information leading up to the Revolution.  This part of Section 1 is entitled “Background to the Revolution” on pages 329-331.  Students should write down information they see as important, including vocabulary, people, places, events, etc… using note-taking format discussed in class.   

