Lesson Plan 1
“What is a Revolution?”

New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards met:

6.2.8.B.1.  Analyze how certain values including individual rights, the common good, self-government, justice, equality and free inquiry are fundamental to American public life.  

6.1.12.A.1.  Analyze how historical events shape the modern world.

Behavioral Objectives:

· Students will organize their notebook based on the guidelines given in class.

· Every student will have a folder and a notebook.

· Some students will have a folder containing some class handouts and notes written in their notebook.

· A few students will have a folder containing all class handouts and an organized, thorough notebook.

· Students will take thorough notes efficiently by practicing in class and for homework.

· Every student will be able to record the notes presented by the teacher on the overhead.

· Some students will be able to recognize the important information for their notes on their own.  

· A few students will be proficient at paraphrasing and recording organized, concise notes.

· Students will provide characteristics of a revolution to prepare them for the Chapter.  

· Students will construct a working definition of a revolution based on brainstormed ideas. 

Materials:
Notebook

Writing utensil

Folder

Textbook

Notebook Organization sheet

Overhead Projector

Motivation:
Fun activity to lighten classroom atmosphere on the first day we change roles to teaching.  Students will write two factual and one fictional sentence about themselves as an icebreaker.  Then classmates will have to guess which sentence is fictional about that specific student.  Likewise, the teachers will introduce themselves, their interests and answer any questions about changes in the classroom.  

Instruction/Activities/Technology:
As students enter classroom, they will consult a seating chart from which they will find their new seats.

“Do Now” Activity (30 minutes)

· Students write two factual statements and one fictional statement about themselves in their notebook.

· Using desk orientation, the first student will present their sentences to the whole class, and the student behind them guesses once which sentence is false.  

· When complete, that student who guessed presents their sentences to the class, and process continues.

· Teachers present their background, interests, role, and expectations to the class.  

· Expectations:  Mutual respect in the classroom between students and teacher, completion of all assignments both in and outside of the classroom, with emphasis on homework completion, being on time to class, being prepared with textbook, notebook and writing utensil.  No cheating.

Notebook Organization (30 minutes)

· Teacher will hand out Notebook Organization sheet.  

· Students will read out loud what their notebooks should contain and how they should set it up, from what is on the sheet.

· While reading “A Story That Matters” (chapter 11 preview page 328), the teacher will write notes on the overhead projector from the reading paragraph-by-paragraph, which the students will provide.  

· As the teacher writes the notes, so too will the students in their notebooks.  The template on the Notebook Organization sheet will be used.

Discussion on Revolution – What is a revolution? (20 minutes)

· The teacher will ask students to brainstorm aspects of a revolution aloud, which the teacher will write on the board. 

· Aspects should include causes, characteristics, and outcomes of a revolution. 

· The teacher will supplement the following aspects if they are not listed by the students:  

· Public Dissatisfaction

· Inequality in Society

· Violence (sometimes)

· Protest (violent & nonviolent)

· Change (government, ideas, culture)

· The teacher and students will develop a working definition for “revolution,” based on the characteristics listed.

· To end the discussion, the teacher will remind students to look for these characteristics as we learn about the French Revolution.

Assessment/Discussion Questions:
· Can you list 1 thing that is import for notebook organization?

· When you take notes, what are some important things you should look for in the reading? 

· Can you list 1 important guideline for recording notes in your notebook?

· What changes do you expect to learn about in this chapter?

Homework:
Students will read and take notes on “Connections Around the World” on page 333.  They will follow the note taking format practiced in class, and will do the assignment in their notebooks.  

